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• SMBC purchased 89 books for 45 needy students at the SME Fall Book Fair in September. 
• SMBC partnered with Chick-fil-A to provide a hot lunch for all staff on Parent-Teacher 

Conference Day in October  
• SMBC Volunteers met for lunch in November to evaluate the progress of our volunteer 

program. 
• SMBC delivered flower centerpieces that had been used for the Re-Imagine dinners to the 

staff of SME. 
• On at least three occasions various SMBC volunteers attended funeral services to offer 

comfort and prayers to individual SME staff following the death of a family member. 
• On at least two occasions various SMBC volunteers reached out to offer prayers, concern, 

and assistance to SME staff following surgical procedures. 
• SMBC provided each teacher at SME with a case of Lysol wipes dispensers to be used to 

maintain clean surfaces in their classroom so as to minimize flu outbreak and school 
absence, accompanied by a meaningful scripture verse. 

• Flyers were distributed to students at SME inviting them and their families to attend the 
Christmas Connection Concert and Trunk-or-Treat at SMBC.  Numerous SME families 
attended each event. 

• Approximately 10 members of SMBC Youth participated in a service project at SME in 
November as part of Discipleship-NOW that included raking leaves on the school campus.  

• SMBC Volunteers hand delivered an invitation to the SMBC Christmas Dinner to SME 
teachers and staff.  Twenty-one SME staff and their family members attended. 

• Selected SMBC volunteers wrote an article about their experience at SME that was featured 
in the SMBC newsletter, The Dove. 

• SMBC purchased 95 books for 48 needy students at the SME Winter Book Fair in February. 
• A team of SMBC members prepared a “box dinner” for each teacher during the Parent-

Teacher Conference evening in March. 
• Members of SMBC’s Women’s Ministry met with SME staff to develop strategies for 

addressing needs of students at the school known to be homeless.  
• Members of the SME staff served as judges in March at the SMBC Youth summer mission 

fundraising event, Great Bowls Afire!. 
• An untold number of box tops, labels, etc. were collected for the “Box Tops for Education” 

program by SMBC members and donated to SME. 
• Throughout the school year, prayers were offered by SMBC members during Wednesday 

Night Dinner and the Men’s Thursday Prayer & Pizza Luncheon for each SME teacher, SME 
staff member, and SMBC Volunteer.   

• Over the course of the school year, each SME teacher, SME staff member, and SMBC 
Volunteer, received a postcard signed by various SMBC members and Staff, proclaiming 
prayers offered on their behalf. 

• Individual SMBC Volunteers attended SME’s end-of-year Awards Programs in June in 
support of students they had tutored during the school year. 

• SME students, with the leadership of their teachers, created an “SME Loves SMBC” video to 
be used as part of the month-long School Ministry promotion in July for the 2017-18 School 
Year. 

• For the fourth year, SMBC School Ministry coordinator, Dennis Boswell, served on the 
Advisory Council for SME’s Family Resource and Youth Services Center, a federally funded 
program that provides social services to underprivileged students and their families. 
If you would like to become a part of this vibrant and rewarding ministry in any way, 
please contact the church at 896-8882. 
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School Ministry Annual Report: Year 5 
2016-17 School Year 

 
Here is a list of the major accomplishments from the fifth year of our School Ministry at 
St. Matthews Elementary School – the 2016-17 School Year: 
• Approximately 15 SMBC members participated at SME in July 2016 as part of the Summer 

Missions on Wednesdays (SMOW) program, providing labor for landscaping, window 
cleaning and building benches for the courtyard. 

• Approximately 10 new SMBC Volunteers attended an Orientation Meeting to prepare for 
their role as Tutor or Classroom Helper for one hour each week during the school year. 

• Our congregation contributed cash donations and school supplies that filled our School Bus 
display outside the sanctuary, thereby providing necessary supplies for students at SME 
whose families are unable to provide these resources. 

• Numerous members of SMBC’s Middle and High School Sunday School classes sorted, 
organized and delivered to SME school supplies donated by members. 

• A total of 50 backpacks with supplies for needy students were filled and delivered in time 
for the start of the school year. 

• A team of SMBC cooks led by Bobbie Whitten, prepared and delivered a scrumptious 
breakfast enjoyed by SME staff and SMBC volunteers and staff prior to the opening of 
school in August and again at the closing of the school year in June.  

• SMBC partnered with community donors and Dare to Care to provide weekend take-home 
meals to 30 impoverished SME students over the course of the school year. SMBC 
included with each meal a printed card containing an uplifting message.  

• SMBC provided each teacher at SME with a case of copy paper accompanied by a 
meaningful scripture verse at the beginning of each semester. 

• SMBC provided each teacher at SME with a case of boxes of Kleenex for their classroom 
accompanied by a meaningful scripture verse at the beginning of the school year. 

• As part of their Fall Lock-in, SMBC Youth prepared and distributed “care packages” to each 
of the 60 staff members at SME, including custodians, cafeteria workers, office staff, faculty 
and administrators. 

• A stockpile of extra supplies was provided to the school to use to equip needy students 
throughout the school year. 

• More than 25 SMBC members volunteered as Tutors one hour each week during the 
school year, working face-to-face with underperforming students. 

• Test data collected at the end of the first semester of the school year and again at the end 
of the school year revealed that students being tutored by SMBC volunteers had advanced 
in math and reading at approximately twice the rate of their peers who were not tutored! 

• More than 25 SMBC members volunteered as Classroom Helpers one hour each week 
during the school year, assisting the assigned teacher by performing various clerical duties. 

• Approximately 12 SMBC members volunteered as "substitutes on-call", ready to fill in 
during the school year for a Tutor or Classroom Helper during a rare absence. 

• SMBC member Bill Nowak, served as the volunteer track coach at SME. 
• SMBC member Bethanie Hammond teamed with an SME teacher to lead a mentoring 

program for girls called “Girls on the Run”, built around jogging. 
• Of the 49 volunteer positions that were filled by SMBC Volunteers, 43 were filled by 

returning volunteers! 




